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Mobile phones to make a return at VTU colleges

RASHMI BELURGBengalury

STUDENTS of engineering col-
leges under the Visvesvaraya
Technological University will
now be able to flaunt their cell-
phones in the open after more
than a decade of keeping the
phones hidden. A 2005 directive
which instituted a blanket ban on
the use of mobile phones in cam-
puses is set to be withdrawn after
instructions by the All India
Council for Technical Education
(AICTE) which ask all engineer-
ing colleges to have a WiFi ena-
bled campus.

The ban was enforced amid ris-
ing complaints of exam malprac-
tice with the use of mobile phones
and had been made applicable for

both students as well as faculty.
While inside the college campus
during working hours, mobile
phones had to be kept switched
off. Now, VTU will revisit this
rule, confirmed Vice Chancel-
lor Dr Karisiddappa. “As
AICTE asked college
campuses to be WiFi ena-
bled, it is the time to re-
visit our own circular is-
sued long ago where
usage of mobile phones
was banned.” The move will
bring relief to thousands of stu-
dents who faced the risk of hav-
ing their cellphones confiscated
if found switched on.

Howeven according to officials
from the university, the decision
to withdraw the order has to be

placed before the Executive Coun-

cil. “As the decision to impose

blanket ban on mobile phones at

college campuses was passed by

the Executive Council, now even

to withdraw the same, it has to

be decided through the

Council,” explained a sen-

ior official of the

university.

In an official circular

issued by AICTE, on Jan-

uary 15, 2018, based on in-

structions given by the Minis-

try for Human Resource

Development, all Higher Educa-

tion institutions, umversmes
should be WiFienabl

ciated by the principals of affili-
ated colleges and also by students.
Dr K Mallikarjun Babu, principal
BMS college of engineering Ben-
galuru, said, “Mobile is a power-
ful tool and why should we think
that it spreads only wrong mes-
sages? We are waiting for the uni-
versity to relax the ban and si-
multaneously are thinking of
placing it before the Academic
Council and relax the ban as ours
is an autonomous

Rahul M Bogase, a third-semes-
ter student, said, “It is not that we
need wifi to use mobiles, many of
us carry laptops and we need wifi

by August 15, 2018.
Meanwhile, this move by both
AICTE and VTU has been appre-

at to use them. And we
are responsible students and we
know how to use technology

AICTE instructions
Institutions are advised to

contact telecom service
providers for provision of wifi
services on campuses

Letters, proposals sent to \
telecom service providers must
be posted on respective \
websites by February 15,2018

Institutions can access the

licensed service providers list
from Telecom Department

Danspeedshouldbelessthan
4 Mbps

Eachusetshwld bealloweda
minimum of two devices,
laptop and mobile




